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Dear Volunteer:
 Your Carlsbad CityStuff Kit should contain the following items. Please let Kathy Siemion 
(760-436-0140) know immediately if something is missing. You can also print out needed materials 
at www.carlsbadca.gov/residents/Schools/city-stuff.

 1 School Locator Map (for your information)
 1 City Council Photo Chart (to display)
 1 CityStuff Curriculum Addendum (for volunteer use)
 1 Carlsbad Rap with Explanation (for volunteer use)
 1 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) (for volunteer use)

Class Set:
 FastFacts 101 books (to use with lesson)
 Carlsbad pencils (to use with Rap)
 Carlsbad Rap (to use with each lesson)
 
1 CityStuff Lesson Five, containing:
 1  Lesson Plan
 1 classroom set Carlsbad Becomes a City booklet
 1  City Seal
 1 classroom set Student My City Seal sheets

1 CityStuff Lesson Six, containing:
 1  Lesson Plan
 1  Mock Council Meeting in City Council Chambers sheet
 2  Volunteer and Teacher Mock Council Meeting Script
 1 classroom set Script for students
 1  Agenda Bill
 2  Request to Speak forms
 1  photo of The Tree
 5  SAVE THE TREE sheets
 5  CUT DOWN THE TREE sheets
 1 classroom set Graduation Certificates (to fill in with names and hand out at final lesson)

Missing Something? You can print out needed materials at www.carlsbadca.gov/residents/Schools/
city-stuff. Go to CityStuff Volunteers and click on Teaching Materials.

MaTeriaLs checkLisT



CarLSbad UniFied SChooL diStriCt
elementary Schools
 1 Aviara Oaks ...........................  760-331-6000
 2 Buena Vista............................  760-331-5400
 3 Calavera Hills .........................  760-331-6300
 4 Hope ......................................  760-331-5900
 5 Jefferson ................................  760-331-5500
 6 Kelly .......................................  760-331-5800
 7 Magnolia ................................  760-331-5600
 8 Pacific Rim.............................  760-331-6200
 9 Poinsettia ................................ 760-331-6500
Middle Schools
 10 Aviara Oaks ...........................  760-331-6100
 11 Calavera Hills .........................  760-331-6400
 12 Valley .....................................  760-331-5300
high/Specialty Schools
 13 Carlsbad High ........................  760-331-5100
 14 Carlsbad Village Academy ....  760-331-5200

enCinitaS Union SChooL diStriCt
elementary Schools
 15 El Camino Creek ....................  760-943-2051
 16 La Costa Heights ...................  760-944-4375
 17 Mission Estancia....................  760-943-2004
 18 Olivenhain Pioneer .................  760-943-2000

pubLic schooLs
LocaTor Map

San diegUito Union high SChooL diStriCt
 19 La Costa Canyon High ..........  760-436-6136

San MarCoS UniFied SChooL diStriCt
elementary Schools
 20 Carrillo ...................................  760-290-2900
 21 La Costa Meadows ...............  760-290-2121



introdUCtion 

A major goal of CityStuff is to introduce students to their Carlsbad world. When you are teaching the 
initial four Junior Achievement lessons, you can accomplish this by playing the Fast Facts 101 game. 

neW: Fast Facts 101 game 
 You are encouraged to get each of the first five sessions off to a lively start by incorporating 
the Fast Facts 101 book. Here is one way to do just that:

• Pass out the books to students at the first session. 

•  Tell students the book is a gift to take home at the end of all six sessions.

•  Show them how flipping the pages makes the Fast Fact feet move.

• Introduce the following Fast Facts 101 game.

•  Start the game by asking a question from a specific chapter (we suggest #5 on page 9 from 
the Chapter: What’s In A Name?). Tell the students that Buena Vista is one of three Carlsbad 
lagoons and ask them to raise their hand if they know the answer: “Does anyone know what 
the words ‘Buena Vista’ mean?” 

•  If no one knows, give them a hint and say the answer is in the What’s In A Name? chapter.

•  The student who answers correctly gets to choose next week’s chapter and fact. 

•  Direct all students to turn to the Table of Contents on the inside front cover. The student with 
the correct answer will pick a chapter for the following week’s question. The students will 
study that chapter over the next week. 

•  At the start of the second session, the winning student from the first session will present a 
question based on a Fast Fact from the chapter previously selected. Example: The student 
selects The Numbers Game chapter. He/she asks, “What is the average temperature in 
Carlsbad in January?”

• The student who answers correctly gets to choose next week’s chapter and fact.

NOTE: You may want to involve your classroom teacher in this game. The class could play the 
game between CityStuff sessions to keep the curriculum fresh in the students’ minds.
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curricuLuM addenduM
For Junior achieveMenT Lessons



VaLUabLe reSoUrCeS For aLL LeSSonS

The easiest way to infuse more Carlsbad information is to share your knowledge of the City and 
community. For example, in the restaurant activity, discuss local eateries so students can make the 
connection between the generic and the specific. You can also bring in guests and/or material from 
the City organization or business community that relate to the topic under discussion. 

Please Note: Your classroom may include students who do not live in Carlsbad. It is important that 
you acknowledge that students who live in different cities often go to school in Carlsbad, shop in 
Carlsbad and use many Carlsbad facilities. 

SPeCiFiC SUggeStionS For JUnior aChieVeMent LeSSonS

Here are options to add to each of the Junior Achievement activities. Remember that they are 
suggestions, not requirements. Choose the options that work for you and are viable within the 
timeframe and your comfort level. We strongly encourage you to use your own great ideas to 
supplement the Junior Achievement lessons and spark discussion of the students’ Carlsbad 
experiences. 
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CURRICULUM ADDENDUM



Lesson TWo: buiLdinG a ciTY

Lesson one: inside ciTies

3

In addition to the Junior Achievement zoning poster, display the City Council Photo Chart.

before the Junior achievement activity: 
Using the “Carlsbad” pencils, continue on with the second verse of the Carlsbad Rap. Be sure to discuss any words the 
students might not understand.

during the Junior achievement activity: 
Explain that the City has building inspectors, code enforcement officers and fire inspectors to make sure commercial 
and residential buildings are safely constructed and maintained. 

after the Junior achievement activity: 
Relate specific City facilities to the generic buildings on the Junior Achievement map.

Explain that a city’s facilities are open to the entire public, not just to people who live in that city. Residents of Encinitas, 
for instance, can check books out of the Carlsbad Library. 

Explain that the City of Carlsbad’s facilities are located where people can get to them and use them conveniently. For 
instance, there are three Libraries. The Cole Library is in the older, northern section of town. The Dove library is in 
the newer, southern section of town. The Carlsbad City Library Learning Center is both the new home of Centro de 
Información and the Adult Learning Program. 

internal/external resources
Due to the amount of material covered in this class, we advise not bringing in extra resource people in this lesson. 

In addition to the Junior Achievement zoning poster, display the City Council Photo Chart before you start the activity.

before the Junior achievement activity: 
Introduce the first verse and refrain of the Carlsbad Rap. Tell students that the Rap talks about the city. Instruct the 
students to read/sing the verse with you out loud. Hand out “Carlsbad” pencils and use the pencils to beat time to the 
Rap. Refer to your annotated volunteer copy so you can discuss words the students might not understand.

after the Junior achievement activity: 
Talk about the variety of businesses in Carlsbad. Explain that places such as Car Country and Legoland generate a 
lot of revenue for the City, which in turn enables the City to provide nice programs and services (such as the Library, 
sports programs, etc.). Explain that Carlsbad is very high-tech (companies such as Invitrogen are working to solve life-
threatening health problems) and that the City also has been called the golf capital of the world (Callaway, Taylor Made, 
etc., here). The City is also home to many fun businesses related to surfing and skateboarding. 

Display the five (5) Carlsbad zone photos and ask the students, by a show of hands, in which zone a Carlsbad city 
planner would locate these landmarks.

internal/external resources
Due to the amount of material covered in this first class and to the general introduction of yourself and the program, we 
advise not bringing in extra resource people in this lesson.



Lesson Three: dininG ouT

Lesson Four: MakinG headLines

or
Lesson Five: You can bank on iT

pLease pick one
We strongly recommend discussing in advance with your teacher the option of 
presenting Junior Achievement Lesson Four or Junior Achievement Lesson Five on 
your fourth visit to the classroom.

In addition to the Junior Achievement zoning poster, display the City Council Photo Chart before you start the activity.

before the Junior achievement activity: 
Using the “Carlsbad” pencils, continue on with the third verse of the Carlsbad Rap. Be sure to discuss any words the 
students might not understand.

during the Junior achievement activity: 
Mention the variety of cuisines available at Carlsbad. Ask the students which Carlsbad restaurants they visit. 

Tell students about the Twin Inns restaurant (now Ocean House Restaurant, on the corner of Carlsbad Boulevard and 
Carlsbad Village Drive). Explain that the Twin Inns was a restaurant that opened in the 1920s, way before Carlsbad 
became an official city in 1952. In fact, the very first City Council meeting was held in the Twin Inns’ basement. (Tell 
them they’ll learn more about how Carlsbad became a city in Lesson Five.) 

internal/external resources
One or two weeks ahead of time, contact a Carlsbad restaurant to obtain menus for your students. Invite a restaurant 
owner or manager to visit the class for a few minutes near the end of the activity to speak about the restaurant 
business in Carlsbad. 
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Lesson Five: You can bank on iT
In addition to the Junior Achievement zoning poster, display the City Council Photo Chart before you start the activity.

before the Junior achievement activity: 
Using the “Carlsbad” pencils, continue on with the remaining verses of the Carlsbad Rap. Be sure to discuss any words 
the students might not understand.

during the Junior achievement activity: 
Mention there are local banks and nation-wide banking branches in Carlsbad. Some banks specialize in providing loans 
to small businesses, such as restaurants. 

internal/external resources
Due to the amount of material covered in this class, we advise not bringing in extra resource people in this lesson.

Lesson Four: MakinG headLines
In addition to the Junior Achievement zoning poster, display the City Council Photo Chart before you start the activity.

before the Junior achievement activity: 
Using the “Carlsbad” pencils, continue on with the fourth verse of the Carlsbad Rap. Be sure to discuss any words the 
students might not understand.

during the Junior achievement activity: 
Bring in a current article from another local paper or City publication that deals specifically with Carlsbad and appeals 
to third-graders. 

Explain that reporters from local papers cover Carlsbad. They attend City Council meetings and report on the decisions 
made so that people who don’t get a chance to attend in person or watch on TV will know what is going on in their city. 

internal/external resources
One or two weeks ahead of time, contact a representative from a local newspaper to visit the class. 

5



verse 1.
Carlsbad is a Charter Law City,  (A charter law city means that the city follows
It’ll all be explained in this rappin’ little ditty. a specific charter of its own as opposed to a
We make and enforce our rules; it’s great! general law city, which can’t go against any 
As a Charter Law City, we’re the finest in the State! laws of the state.)
A Council and a Mayor and a Manager too, (The Council, Mayor and Manager are 
And soon I’m gonna tell ya ‘bout the jobs they do.  the 3 parts of Carlsbad’s government
Carlsbad, yeah I’m glad; Mmh, I love learnin’ in Carlsbad! depicted on the City Seal triad.)

verse 2.
The Council is a party of five, no more, (The Mayor and 4 Council members.
And they got to get voted to the chamber floor. The Mayor is a Council member.)
Adjudicate and legislate and budget too, (Adjudicate: settle disagreements
That’s your Council workin’ hard for you. Legislate: make laws called ordinances
They hire us a Manager and At’-tor-ney, Budget: decide how city money is spent.)
Who carry out directives for the village by the sea. (The City Manager and Attorney do 
Carlsbad, yeah I’m glad; Mmh, I love learnin’ in Carlsbad! what the City Council asks them to do.)
 
verse 3.
Every four years we gonna vote for a Mayor, (Elections are held every four years.)
Servin’ all the people and takin’ good care.
Workin’ with the Council of our fine ci-ty,
Fillin’ boards and commissions and com-mit-tees. (The Mayor appoints citizens to serve
Carlsbad, yeah I'm glad; Mmh, I love learnin’ in Carlsbad! on the various volunteer committees.)

verse 4.
City Manager as the CEO, (CEO: Chief Executive Officer.)
Twelve Departments and a lot to know. (The Departments are service areas. 
Police and Fire and U-til-i-ties, The City Manager oversees all staff and
Libraries, Parks, Finance is key. day-to-day operations.) 
City workers workin’ hard a thousand strong,  
Full-time and part-time all year long. (Over 1,000 people work full-time or part-
Carlsbad, yeah I’m glad; Mmh, I love learnin’ in Carlsbad! time for the City of Carlsbad). 

verse 5.
Now there’s one last thing that you need to know, (By law, the Council cannot make decisions
And it’s real important so I’ll say it slow.  in private. The meetings are held in front 
What the Council say – what the Council do,  of the public and are also broadcast on
Has got to be done in front of me and you.  television. This is the essence of democracy.)
The Council's meetings are as public as can be
If ya can’t make it down, they’re on TV!
Carlsbad, yeah I’m glad; Mmh, I love learnin’ in Carlsbad!

VOLUNTEER HANDS OUT CARLSBAD PENCILS. VOLUNTEER AND STUDENTS USE PENCILS TO CREATE A STEADY  
4/4 BEAT. VOLUNTEER EXPLAINS WORDS AND CONCEPTS AS THEY ARISE. SEE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT SHEETS.

The carLsbad GovernMenT rap™

Volunteer’s notes



FreQuenTLY asked  
QuesTions
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Here are answers to some questions that volunteers commonly ask. The Junior Achievement 
Training Guide contains an FAQ sheet that is also a useful tool. (Consult your printed version or visit 
www.jasandiego.org.) 

Flexibility is a key factor of CityStuff’s success. Each volunteer-teacher-classroom situation is unique. 
Using the provided materials and guidelines, volunteers are encouraged to use their creativity in conducting 
the activities. Remember, if you’re having a good time, the students will, too. good luck and have fun!

What ShoULd i do beFore MY FirSt CLaSS?
We suggest you take the following steps:

Contact your teacher …
Call your teacher to determine a schedule that works well for your hourly CityStuff sessions. (Typically, 

you will conduct one session per week, usually on the same day and time. You and your teacher are free to 
choose a different schedule – for example, twice a week for three weeks – that works best for both of you.)

Notify your teacher that the last class involves a field trip. Strongly encourage your teacher to bring the 
students to the Council Chambers and to invite parents to attend the mock meeting. Stress that Council 
Chambers reservations (your responsibility) and transportation arrangements (the teacher’s responsibility) 
should be made as soon as possible.

review your materials …
Take a good look at all Junior Achievement and City of Carlsbad materials.
Set aside any superfluous J.A. materials you may have, including graduation certificates. You will go 

directly from J.A. Lessons 1-4, or J.A. Lessons 1-3 and 5, to CityStuff Lessons 5 and 6.
Read the guides. Familiarize yourself with the general outline of classes. Plan to lay out and study each 

activity in detail a day or two before presenting it in class.
Study the City of Carlsbad Addendum. The Addendum describes how to infuse the J.A. lessons with City 

information.
Make sure you have the required amount of every item. If not, see below.

What ShoULd i do iF i aM MiSSing MateriaLS?
If you are missing one or two pieces of a printable item and you have access to a computer and printer, 

visit www.carlsbadca.gov/residents/Schools-citystuff-teach-mat.aspx and scroll to the item.
If you are missing books, pencils or cannot access the PDF(s) on the website, contact the appropriate 

person:
J.A. Materials: Tanya Johnson, 619-682-5155
City Materials: Kathy Siemion, 760-436-0140 or citystuff1@gmail.com
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

do i need a tb teSt? Where do i get it?
Yes. Every school requires that people who serve in the classroom have a current TB test. You should 

present the test results certificate to the school office before your first visit to the classroom. Keep a copy of 
the certificate for your files.

City employees are eligible for free TB tests at a designated facility. Contact Human Resources.
Volunteers who are not employed by the City may contact their health provider. Volunteers can 

also contact North County Health Services in downtown Carlsbad to schedule an appointment and get 
information. Call 760-720-7766 for location, directions, hours and cost.

When ShoULd i diStribUte the booKS?
Familiarize yourself with the contents of the two CityStuff books. Then, use them in the following ways 

and/or be inventive. If you devise a fun activity, please share it with us.

Fast Facts 101
We suggest that you give out the Fast Facts 101 books at your first session. See the Addendum for a 

suggested ongoing activity. After the curriculum ends, encourage students to take the book home and share 
it with their family.

Carlsbad becomes a City
This booklet is part of Lesson 5. After the lesson, encourage the students to take the book home and 

share it with their family.

ShoULd i diSPLaY the CitY CoUnCiL Photo Chart at eVerY SeSSion?
Yes. Visuals are a great way to reinforce learning. (Your teacher may be willing to display the City Council 

Photo chart – and other CityStuff items – for the duration of the sessions.) When your students visit City Hall/
Council Chambers, they may very well meet one or more of the people whose pictures are displayed.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

hoW do i arrange For a gUeSt aPPearanCe in MY CLaSSrooM?
Guest appearances can make CityStuff lessons come to life, especially when the guest’s profession 

relates to the activity – such as a reporter appearing at the newspaper class or a restaurant manager 
appearing at the restaurant class. City of Carlsbad staff (for example, the Fire Marshal, a Police K-9 team, a 
Children’s Librarian) may be available. People from children-oriented organizations (such as Legoland) can 
also appear.

Start with your own contacts. For example, ask the manager of a restaurant in the vicinity of your school 
to appear. Often, these people can bring menus or flyers, etc. 

If you would like help arranging a visit by a City employee, contact Kathy Siemion, 760-436-0140 or 
citystuff1@gmail.com.

Hint: The best time for a visitor to appear is during the latter half of the session. Make sure you clear the 
appearance beforehand with the teacher and that day with the school office.

hoW do i reSerVe the CoUnCiL ChaMberS For MY MoCK Meeting?
Please refer to the Mock Council information sheet in your packet for full details. All volunteers – both 

City employees and non-City volunteers – MUST follow a prescribed process. City employees can check 
GroupWise for availability, but SHOULD NOT reserve the Chambers on their own. Everyone MUST make an 
appointment in the following way:

You will be provided with a schedule of available dates to discuss with your teacher. Choose two dates 
and times. We allow one hour for each class to complete the mock meeting and graduation activities.

Email Kathy at citystuff1@gmail.com with your two dates and times as soon as possible.
Before making your reservation, please make sure in advance that the selected day and time will work. 

With 60+ classes, last-minute changes can wreak havoc.
If you must make a change or cancel, let Kathy Siemion know ASAP.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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WiLL a CoUnCiL MeMber aPPear at MY MoCK Meeting?
The five City Council members are fully in support of CityStuff and relish the opportunity to appear at 

mock meetings; speaking to the students, graciously answering questions and handing out graduation 
certificates. 

If a Council member will attend your mock meeting, we will let you know. Please do not assure your 
students that a Council member will be at your class. Sometimes, emergency meetings occur and a Council 
member will have to decline at the last minute.

neVer ContaCt a CoUnCiL MeMber direCtLY. Kathy Siemion works with Council Executive 
Assistant Andrea Dykes to make all arrangements.

If a Council member cannot attend your mock meeting, we will strive to arrange a visit by another City 
official; often a person whose position is represented in the script.

City employees can invite a colleague or supervisor to appear. Other options include your school 
principal or other company guest.

For more information and assistance, contact Kathy Siemion at 760-436-0140 or citystuff1@gmail.com.

What eLSe ShoULd i KnoW beFore i CondUCt a MoCK Meeting?
A Council Chambers orientation is now included in the CityStuff training.
If you are unable to take part or need further orientation on the basics – obtaining the key, turning on 

and off the lights and microphones, locating who sits where, maintaining proper classroom decorum, etc. – 
contact Kathy Siemion at 760-436-0140 or citystuff1@gmail.com.

Before escorting your students into Council Chambers, make sure their hands are clean. Do not bring 
pens, pencils, food or beverages into Council Chambers. Please make sure the children take care with 
the microphones, and also please make sure the room is left in proper condition. Before leaving Council 
Chambers be sure the microphones and lights are turned off, and the key returned to City Hall.

hoW aboUt PiCniCS and CitY haLL toUrS?
Classes are encouraged to celebrate the final day with a picnic. Feel free to use the area with picnic 

tables outside the Council Chambers, making sure you clean up afterwards. Some volunteers take their 
classes to Holiday Park, just a couple blocks away. You are also invited to take the students on a tour of City 
Hall. Please make sure they understand that people are working in their offices and that they must use their 
inside voices.

What ShoULd i do iF i Cannot MaKe it to MY CLaSS one daY?
Call your teacher right away to apprise him/her and to reschedule. 
If an emergency forces you to withdraw from the program, let us know as soon as you can so we can 

find a replacement. Return your kits to Kathy Siemion in care of City Hall right away.
Please remember that each of you serves as a CityStuff ambassador. The ongoing success of the 

program is dependent upon the fulfillment of each volunteer’s commitment to his/her classroom. 



verse 1.
Carlsbad is a Charter Law City, 
It’ll all be explained in this rappin’ little ditty.
We make and enforce our rules; it’s great!
As a Charter Law City, we’re the finest in the State!
A Council and a Mayor and a Manager too,
And soon I’m gonna tell ya ’bout the jobs they do. 
Refrain: Carlsbad, yeah I’m glad; Mmh I love learnin’ in Carlsbad!

verse 2.
The Council is a party of five, no more,
And they got to get voted to the chamber floor.
Adjudicate and legislate and budget too,
That’s your Council workin’ hard for you.
They hire us a Manager and At’-tor-ney,
Who carry out directives for the village by the sea.
Refrain: Carlsbad, yeah I’m glad; Mmh I love learnin’ in Carlsbad!

verse 3.
Every four years we gonna vote for a Mayor,
Servin’ all the people and takin’ good care.
Workin’ with the Council of our fine ci-ty,
Fillin’ boards and commissions and com-mit-tees.
Refrain: Carlsbad, yeah I’m glad; Mmh I love learnin’ in Carlsbad!

verse 4.
City Manager as the CEO, 
Twelve departments and a lot to know.
Police and Fire and U-til-i-ties,
Libraries, Parks, Finance is key. 
City workers workin’ hard a thousand strong,
Full-time and part-time all year long.
Refrain: Carlsbad, yeah I’m glad; Mmh I love learnin’ in Carlsbad!

verse 5.
Now there’s one last thing that you need to know,
And it’s real important so I’ll say it slow.  (StoP the beat.)
What the Council say – what the Council do,
Has got to be done in front of me and you.  (reSUMe the beat.)
The Council’s meetings are as public as can be
If ya can’t make it down, they’re on TV!
Refrain: Carlsbad, yeah I’m glad; Mmh I love learnin’ in Carlsbad!

The carLsbad GovernMenT rap™

By Kathy Nienhaus
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oVerVieW
The students are introduced to Carlsbad as a city; its history and current City Council members.

obJeCtiVeS
The students will:
• Learn why, how and when Carlsbad became a city.
•  Recognize that the City of Carlsbad, like the United States of America, operates as a democracy in which the 

majority rules.
•  Learn more about decision making in preparation for mock council meeting.

PreParation
Review both activities and materials. Remember that this is the first “Carlsbad-specific” lesson. As such, it is a 

lesson in which many of the terms in the Carlsbad Rap will be defined.
Also remember (especially if you are in an EUSD or SMUSD school) that there will be children who live in other 

cities, so when possible, you will want to relate how Carlsbad is similar to and differs from its neighbors. For instance, 
each city has a city seal, but they are all different. 

Display the City Council Photo Chart, and start off with the Rap.

MateriaLS
• 1 City Council Photo Chart
• 1 classroom set Carlsbad pencils 
• 1 classroom set of “Carlsbad Becomes a City” 
• 1 class City Seal
• 1 classroom set of student My City Seals

ConCePtS
History • Carlsbad government • Democracy

SKiLLS
Spelling • Listening • Reading out loud •Art creation

VoCabULarY
Mayor: the elected official who heads the five-member City Council. The Mayor is the chief spokesperson for the 
Council and appoints people to the many volunteer boards and commissions that help the Council make good 
decisions for Carlsbad. The Mayor and Council members may be women or men.

tiMe
Introduction/Rap: 10 minutes
“Carlsbad Becomes a City” booklet: 20 minutes
City Seal Discussion/Creation: 10 minutes
Decision Making: 5 minutes

PreSentation
Start off with at least the first verse plus refrain of the Carlsbad Rap. (If there is time and inclination, do the entire Rap.) 
Explain that many of the ideas in the Rap will be explored in this lesson.

LESSON FIvE:

aLL abouT carLsbad

1



LESSON FIvE: ALL AbOUT CARLSbAD
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ACTIvITY A: 
“carLsbad becoMes a ciTY”

Hand out copies of the “Carlsbad Becomes a City” booklet. Go around the class, calling on students to stand and 
read a page. Separate the longer pages into sections so everyone has a chance to read.

Note: Check with the classroom teacher before beginning this activity. To avoid embarrassing any students, have 
the better readers read the longer sections. Ask the less accomplished readers to read the shorter sections.

inForMation to iMPart aboUt other CitieS
• Oceanside, Vista, Encinitas and San Marcos are neighboring cities to Carlsbad.
•  These cities all have their own city seals, employees and Mayors/City Councils, but they all operate in the same 

democratic way.
•  Many roads go from city to city to city. Some examples are El Camino Real and Palomar Airport Road/San Marcos 

Boulevard. 
• Some children who live in San Marcos, Vista, Encinitas and Oceanside go to school in Carlsbad. (Ask: Do any of you?) 

deCiSion-MaKing
Now is a great time to preview the underlying concept of decision making. At the final class the students are going to 
participate in a “mock” City Council Meeting. Everyone will have a role to play.

Take a few minutes just to make sure the students understand that reasonable people often agree, but they can 
disagree as well. You may also preview this material just before the Mock City Council begins at City Council 
Chambers.

here is one suggested way:
Some decisions are easy to make. Should you wear a helmet when riding your bike? (Yes!) Is it ok to litter? (No!) Are 
fruits and vegetables better for your health than doughnuts and soda pop? (Yes!) If someone asks you to with them 
when they steal candy from a store, should you go? (No!) Ask the class for some other examples of easy decisions.

Some decisions are not as easy to make. Let’s say your class is going to have a picnic. Should you make hamburgers 
or hot dogs? Some people might say hot dogs, because they’re quick and easy to cook on a grill. But other people 
might say that hamburgers taste better. The hot dog group might respond that hot dogs are cheaper. That’s true, say 
the hamburger people, but hamburgers are more filling so you would only eat one of them instead of two hot dogs.

The best way to resolve an issue like this is to get as much information as you can, discuss it, ask people for their 
opinions and then take a vote. If the majority of your class wants hot dogs, that’s what you’ll have. If a majority chooses 
hamburgers, you’ll have hamburgers.

Explain to the students that the City Council has to make hundreds of decisions every year. Most of the decisions are 
complicated, so Council members reach them by relying on research, listening to people who will be affected by the 
decision and discuss the issues before voting.



LESSON FIvE: ALL AbOUT CARLSbAD

ACTIvITY b: 
“LeT’s Learn abouT The ciTY seaL”

There are two sections to this activity. First, the students will learn about the Carlsbad City Seal. Then, they will 
create their own, on class time with the help of the teacher. NOTE: Ask your classroom teacher beforehand if the 
students can complete this activity on their own. Be sure to provide the materials.
 
SeCtion one

Post the large color Carlsbad City Seal where students can easily view it. With the help of the students, point out 
and discuss each element of the seal. (See Fast Facts 101, #s 42 and 43 for additional information.)

Introduce the concept: In 1958, the City held a contest to design a City Seal, with a prize of $25 awarded to the 
winner. Major Albert F. Rinehart’s design won. It incorporated several symbols that the City Council thought best 
represented the City of Carlsbad. 

Tell students that they will see different renditions of the City Seal next week when they take a field trip to City Hall. 
A tile mosaic is displayed in City Council Chambers. A Lego mosaic is displayed at City Hall.

eXPLanation oF SeaL eLeMentS
Point to the elements (or have students come up and help you) and discuss their significance, one by one:
•  The triad (three connected triangles) represents the three elements that oversee Carlsbad City government: 1) the 

Mayor; 2) the other four Council Members; and 3) the City Manager.
•  The hatchet in the triad is a longtime symbol of democratic government. The inclusion of the hatchet may derive 

from the Iroquois Indians’ “Great Law of Peace.” According to this Native American legend, a Peacemaker brought 
warring people together and told the warriors to bury their weapons – thus the phrase, “bury the hatchet.” Seen this 
way, the hatchet represents a democracy in which disagreements do not lead to violence. (In our next lesson, the 
students will learn first-hand how people may disagree in a respectful manner.)

•  The three elements around the triad represent features that make Carlsbad a uniquely delightful place to live. 
• At the top, the sun and sea represent the great climate and coastal location. 
•  At the bottom left is the City’s official flower, the bird-of-paradise. (If you visit the northeast corner sidewalk of 

Carlsbad Village Drive and Carlsbad Boulevard, you’ll see artist James Hubbell’s bird-of-paradise artwork in a tile 
mosaic). 

•  At the bottom right is a cornucopia, which symbolizes the many food crops once grown in Carlsbad. 

SeCtion tWo
NOTE: Please give this sheet, along with the student seals to the teacher. Pass out the black-and-white City Seals, 

one to each student. Note that, with the exception of the words “City of Carlsbad” and “California,” they are purposely 
blank inside.

Tell the students that now it’s time for them to create their own City Seal!
Ask them: What do you think makes Carlsbad a great place for people to live, work, play and go to school? 

Decide what is important to you about Carlsbad. This would be your symbol of Carlsbad. It shows what in Carlsbad is 
important to you. 

Create YoUr oWn CitY SeaL
Tell the students: Draw your symbol inside the blank City Seal circle. Use bright, colorful markers or crayons to 

decorate your symbol and the entire City Seal. 
Encourage them to get creative with their use of colors. Tell them to put their name on the paper and to write a 

short explanation of their symbol and what it means to them.

ShoW and teLL
As time allows, have the students come to the front of the classroom. Ask them to name their symbol and explain 

why they chose it.

NOTE: IN THE FUTURE, WE MAY COLLECT AND DISPLAY SOME OF THE OUTSTANDING CITY SEALS. YOU MIGHT 
WANT TO CAPTURE ONE OR MORE IN A PHOTOGRAPH FOR USE IN A CITYSTUFF PUBLICATION.
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oVerVieW
The students will learn about the public process and understand that citizens can and should participate in the process.

obJeCtiVe
The students will learn that: 
• Many things go into each of the hundreds of decisions the City Council makes each year.
• The Council relies on staff input and experts on a subject.
• The Council takes advice from appropriate volunteer advisory groups.
• Decorum and protocol must be followed.
•  The Council courteously listens to and carefully considers public opinion – particularly the needs and wants of 

people who may be affected by the decision.
•  Sometimes Council members check things out in person, so they can be sure they are making the right decision.
•  People can legitimately disagree in a cordial manner. Just because someone’s opinion is different doesn’t make it 

wrong. 
•  Whatever decision is reached – and whether that decision is unanimous or not – each Council member votes based 

upon what he/she sincerely believes is the right thing to do for Carlsbad.

ConCePtS
Democracy • Rules of Meetings • Agreeing and Disagreeing

SKiLLS
Decision-making • Following a script • Public speaking

PreParation
Before this class, tell the students that the City Council generally holds a public meeting on the first four Tuesdays 

of each month starting at 6 pm in the City Council Chambers at City Hall. Explain what goes on at a typical meeting. 
Encourage them to watch a meeting on TV, channel 24 or 126 (the city’s government channel is on the Time Warner 
system as channel 24 for basic cable and 126 for digital cable subscribers) or streaming live on your computer at www.
carlsbadca.gov. (Tell them they are also allowed/invited to observe a meeting in person, if their parents so choose.) Tell 
them that soon they will participate in their own “mock” council meeting.

Lead students in singing all or part of the Carlsbad Rap. Focus particularly on the fifth and final verse. Explain that 
soon they will be acting out this very verse!

Tell Kathy Siemion (well in advance) the day and time of the class, so she can solicit the presence of a Council 
member or other City official to appear, speak to the students and help hand out certificates. If you are holding the 
meeting at Council Chambers, confirm this also.

Note: We encourage you to hold your Mock Council Meeting in City Council Chambers. Please see the 
insert: “Mock Council Meeting in City Council Chambers” sheet.

VoCabULarY
agenda bill: a request from City staff for the City Council to take action on an issue.
Staff: another word for employees.
Parks and recreation Commission: a group of citizens appointed by the City Council, The commissioners study 
subjects that have to do with City parks and recreational issues, then give the City Council advice. 
Certified arborist: a specialist who knows all about trees.

tiMe
60 minutes
(Remember to keep things moving along as you will need to save time for a guest appearance and the handing out of 
certificates.)

a Mock ciTY counciL MeeTinG

LESSON SIx:

To be or noT To be: The Tree

1



LESSON SIx: TO bE OR NOT TO bE: ThE TREE

2

MateriaLS
 Script for each student/cast member plus 1 each for volunteer and teacher
 Agenda Bill 
 2 “Request to Speak” forms – one for each family 
 Photos and names of City Council members and City Manager
 Photo of “The Tree”
 5 copies: Lopez Family sign: SaVe the tree
 5 copies: Johnson Family sign: CUt doWn the tree
 Name tags for each actor (optional – not included)
 Graduation certificates (insert names prior to this activity)

CaSt: Everyone in class will play a role. The cast is predicated on a 20-student class. For larger classes, we have 
written in parts for additional Lopez and Johnson family members to use at your discretion.
 5 City Council Members: Mayor; Council Members #1, #2, #3, #4
 City Attorney
 City Clerk
 City Manager
 Parks Department Supervisor Staff 
 Parks Department Certified Arborist
 Parks and Recreation Commission Chairperson
 4 or more Lopez Family Members – who want the tree to stay
 5 or more Johnson Family Members – who want the tree removed

The City Council Members, City Manager, City Attorney and City Clerk sit in assigned spots on the dais. The Parks 
Supervisor, Parks and Recreation Commission Chairperson and Staff Arborist sit at the table facing the Council. The 
Lopez and Johnson families sit in the audience until it is their turn to speak. Then, they approach the podium, speak 
and return to their seats.

PreSentation
Explain to the students that today is the final class. To wrap up everything they have learned, they are going to 

participate in a “mock” City Council meeting. Tell them that everyone will have a role to play.
If you have attended/observed City Council meetings (and we hope you have!), describe what they are like. Explain 

that rules of procedure and decorum are followed, and that people have a chance to speak their mind. Tell them the 
City Council members want to have as much information and input as possible so they can make the best decision for 
the City and citizens. Explain that each Council member gets one vote and that the majority rules.

Note: Volunteers should remember (and the teacher, students and any guests should be told) that this meeting is 
NOT a performance. It is a learning exercise.



The CityStuff curriculum has been created not only to introduce students to their Carlsbad world, but also to 
invite the participation of their families into the dynamic process of City government. Lesson Six’s Mock Council 
Meeting presents a perfect opportunity to accomplish this goal. We encourage you to hold the meeting in City Council 
Chambers. The address of the Council Chambers is 1200 Carlsbad Village Drive, in the City Hall complex. The teacher 
is responsible for arranging transportation.

CityStuff Coordinator Kathy Siemion will help coordinate the event for you. Please understand that you must follow 
a certain regimen:

1.  Initiate a conversation with your classroom teacher. Broach the mock meeting when you make initial contact 
with your teacher, prior to the start of the curriculum. If no decision is reached at this time, discuss it further as 
the weeks progress. (Do not procrastinate or the opportunity will be lost.)

2.  Tell the teacher that holding the meeting in City Council Chambers will be an exciting and invaluable benefit to 
the students' experience, and a great culmination of CityStuff.

3.  Encourage the teacher to invite parents to watch their children in action. Remind the teacher and parents that 
the Mock Council Meeting is a learning experience, NOT a performance.

4.  Explain the teacher's role and responsibilities in arranging permission for and transportation to and from the 
Council Chambers. this is crucial!

5. Decide upon a viable day and time, allowing one hour at the Council Chambers.

6.  BEFORE proceeding further (with permission and transportation arrangements), contact Kathy Siemion (760-
436-0140 or citystuff1@gmail.com) with your requested day and time. THE ROOM MUST BE RESERVED PRIOR 
TO YOUR MEETING.

7.  If the day and time you request is available, your teacher can proceed with arrangements. These include 
permission slips for the students, invitations to the parents and transportation. Make sure you notify Kathy when 
arrangements are definite. While reserving the room for your class, Kathy will solicit the appearance of a Council 
member or City official to hand out the graduation certificates to the students.

8.  IF YOU MUST CANCEL OR CHANGE THE MEETING, CONTACT KATHY SIEMION IMMEDIATELY.

9.  Confirm your arrangements with the teacher one week prior to the event. Explain that in addition to the parents, 
other guests may include Council members, City officials and the media.

10.  On the day of the event, bring all materials — including the graduation certificates — with you to the Council 
Chambers.

11.  Be prompt. With 60+ classrooms, we will be on tight schedules in Council Chambers.

12. Have a great time watching your students shine as they grab the reins of democracy!

LESSON SIx:

Mock counciL MeeTinG  
in ciTY counciL chaMbers



voLunTeer & Teacher scripT
LESSON SIx:

To be or noT To be: The Tree

1

MAYOR   I call this City Council meeting to order.

CITY CLERK   I will take role. Council Member #1? [say name]

COUNCIL MEMBER #1  Here.

CITY CLERK   Council Member #2? [say name]

COUNCIL MEMBER #2  Here.

CITY CLERK   Council Member #3? [say name]

COUNCIL MEMBER #3  Here.

CITY CLERK   Council Member #4? [say name]

COUNCIL MEMBER #4  Here.

CITY CLERK   Mayor? [say name]

MAYOR    Here.

CITY MANAGER    [showing Agenda Bill] Here is the first item on the agenda. It allows City of 
Carlsbad Parks employees to remove a big tree near the sidewalk at 2345 
Oak Avenue. Here is the Parks Supervisor to describe the problem and 
explain why the Parks Department thinks the tree should be removed.

PARKS SUPERVISOR  [showing photo of tree] This tree is very old and very large. Its roots have 
spread so much, it is breaking up the concrete on the sidewalk. If we 
don’t cut down the tree, the sidewalk will crack more and more. Someone 
walking on the sidewalk could trip and fall.

MAYOR    The Council Members have a few questions to ask staff.

MAYOR    Council Member #1 [say name]: What is your question, please? 

COUNCIL MEMBER #1 This question is for the Parks Supervisor. Has anyone fallen yet?

PARKS SUPERVISOR Not that we know of. 

MAYOR   Council Member #2 [say name]: What is your question, please? 
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COUNCIL MEMBER #2  I would like to ask the Attorney a question. If someone fell on the crack on 
the sidewalk and broke their leg, could they sue the City?

ATTORNEY    Yes. Since the City owns the tree and the tree is on a public right-of-way, 
the City could be sued for a lot of money. I believe the City Manager 
remembers that happening once. 

CITY MANAGER   Yes, that happened many years ago. Two children were biking on a 
sidewalk where an old tree had caused the concrete to break up. One of 
the children flew off her bike and broke her arm. Her parents sued the City 
for the medical costs. They won the lawsuit.

MAYOR   Council Member #3 [say name]: What is your question, please? 

COUNCIL MEMBER #3  I am worried about this issue. I don’t want someone to sue the City. Even 
more important, I don’t want anyone to get hurt.

MAYOR   Council Member #4 [say name]: What would you like to say? 

COUNCIL MEMBER #4  I agree. What if a mother walking her baby in a stroller hit that part of the 
sidewalk. The baby could be badly injured!

MAYOR    I have a question for the Parks Supervisor. It seems like cutting down the 
tree is an extreme solution. Is that our only option? 

PARKS SUPERVISOR I will ask the Staff Arborist to answer that question.

STAFF ARBORIST   As a certified arborist, I am an expert on trees. I have examined this tree 
very carefully. Although the tree is very old and very beautiful, I believe that 
its root structure is dangerous. Even if we cut some of the branches, the 
roots would continue to grow and spread.

MAYOR     Thank you. To help guide us in making a decision about the tree, the City 
Council asked the Parks and Recreation Commission to look into the 
matter. The Commission prepared a report. I would like the Commission 
Chairperson to tell what they found.
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON
     The members of our commission looked at the tree and the sidewalk. We 

talked to the Parks Supervisor and staff. We reviewed what other cities 
have done about this problem. We recommend that the City cut down the 
tree. It’s not dangerous yet, but it could be in the future.

MAYOR    Thank you. Have any people come to this meeting to speak about the tree 
issue?

CITY CLERK    Yes. People on both sides of the issue have filled out “Request to Speak” 
forms. The first group to speak is the Lopez Family.

LOPEZ FAMILY  (holding the sign: SAVE THE TREE.)

[Family Member #1]   We are the Lopez family. We live at 2345 Oak Avenue, in the house by the 
tree. 

[Family Member #2]  We love the tree! It gives us shade in the summer. 
 
 [Family Member #3]   We enjoy looking at it from our window. We walk on that part of the 

sidewalk all the time and we don’t think it’s dangerous. 
 
 [Family Member #4]  You just have to be careful and watch where you’re going.

In classrooms larger than 20 students, the following roles can be apportioned as necessary among 
the additional students. If you prefer, you can instead make more copies of the Lopez Family's SAVE 
THE TREE sign and give these signs to the students who do not have speaking parts.

 [Family Member #5]  We are always careful when we ride our bike past the tree.

[Family Member #6]  We think the tree is very beautiful.

[Family Member #7]  Yes, and it is a very old tree.

[Family Member #8]  I would feel very sad if the tree was cut down.
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[Family Member #9]  So would I.

[Family Member #10]  That’s why the Lopez Family believes you should save the tree.

MAYOR    Thank you for sharing your thoughts. Is there anyone else who has 
requested to speak?

CITY CLERK    Yes. The Johnson Family has also filled out a “Request to Speak” form.

JOHNSON FAMILY  (holding the sign: CUT DOWN THE TREE.)

 [Family Member #1]   We are the Johnson family. We live at 2348 Oak Avenue, across the street 
from the tree. 

 [Family Member #2]  We agree with our neighbors, the Lopez Family, that the tree is beautiful.
   
 [Family Member #3]   But we think the tree situation is dangerous. We think the tree will get 

even more dangerous as time goes by and the crack on the sidewalk gets 
bigger and bigger. 

 [Family Member #4]  We like to skateboard on that sidewalk with our friends.
 
 [Family Member #5]   Even though we wear helmets and safety gear, if someone hits that crack, 

they could get hurt. We don’t want that to happen.

In classrooms larger than 20 students, the following roles can be apportioned as necessary among 
the additional students. If you prefer, you can instead make more copies of the Johnson Family's CUT 
DOWN THE TREE signs and give these signs to the students who do not have speaking parts.

[Family Member #6]  Our family would feel awful if someone got hurt.

[Family Member #7]  And we would not like it if the City were sued.

[Family Member #8]   If the City were sued, it might lose money it could otherwise spend fixing 
streets and building parks.
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[Family Member #9]  We love trees, but we also love parks.

[Family Member #10]  And we really want people to be safe.

 [Family Member #11]  That's why the Johnson Family believes you should cut down the tree.

MAYOR    Thank you for sharing your thoughts. Before we vote, I would like to 
say that all of us on the Council believe that trees add to the beauty 
of Carlsbad. We do not want to cut down a tree unless it is absolutely 
necessary. Yesterday afternoon, I took a walk down Oak Avenue to look at 
the tree. It is a beautiful tree, but I believe the situation is dangerous.

COUNCIL MEMBER #1  I, too, took a good look at the tree. In my opinion, the crack in the 
sidewalk is not very big and does not pose a serious danger. I think we 
should wait a few years before making a decision to cut down this tree. 

COUNCIL MEMBER #2  I would like to ask the Parks and Recreation Commission Chairperson how 
old the tree is.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON
     We believe the tree is one of the oldest trees in Carlsbad. It is at least 66 

years old.

COUNCIL MEMBER #3  Wow. Carlsbad has been a city for only 59 years – since 1952 – so the tree 
is older than the City of Carlsbad! Maybe we should not cut it down until 
we investigate other ways of making the sidewalk safe.

COUNCIL MEMBER #4  It is a shame to cut down an old and beautiful tree that is part of our city’s 
past. But public safety is also important. 

MAYOR    It is time to call for a vote.

COUNCIL MEMBER #4 I make a motion to cut down the tree at 2345 Oak Avenue.

COUNCIL MEMBER #2 I second the motion.
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Note: Meeting pauses here while volunteer reviews the problem and process up to this point.

 Stop the meeting at this point and explain that the Mayor and Council Members will now vote on the 
issue. Review the dilemma, noting the key points of safety vs. beauty. Tell the Council that they should 
think about everything they heard and vote either to cut down the tree or not cut it down. Tell them to 
consider what is best for the City and all the citizens when they vote, because they are representing all 
of the approximately 100,000 people who live in Carlsbad.

note to Volunteer:

1. if the motion passes …

MAYOR    The vote is _____ for cutting down the tree; _____ against cutting down the 

tree. The motion passes by a _____ to _____ vote. The tree at 2345 Oak 

Avenue will be cut down.

number number

number for number against

MAYOR    The vote is _____ for cutting down the tree; _____ against cutting down 

the tree. The motion fails by a _____ to _____ vote. The tree at 2345 Oak 

Avenue will not be cut down.

number number

number fornumber against

CITY CLERK   All in favor of cutting down the tree:

Council Members vote by raising their hands.

CITY CLERK   All in favor of not cutting down the tree:

Council Members vote by raising their hands

Volunteer:    That was a great meeting! We will end our mock council meeting now, and 
hand out your graduation certificates. (If a City official or other guest is 
handing out the certificates, introduce that person.)

2. if the motion fails ...

Continuation of Council meeting:

NOTE: Ask Council Members to explain why they voted as they did.



sTudenT scripT
LESSON SIx:

To be or noT To be: The Tree
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MAYOR   I call this City Council meeting to order.

CITY CLERK   I will take role. Council Member #1? [say name]

COUNCIL MEMBER #1  Here.

CITY CLERK   Council Member #2? [say name]

COUNCIL MEMBER #2  Here.

CITY CLERK   Council Member #3? [say name]

COUNCIL MEMBER #3  Here.

CITY CLERK   Council Member #4? [say name]

COUNCIL MEMBER #4  Here.

CITY CLERK   Mayor? [say name]

MAYOR    Here.

CITY MANAGER    [showing Agenda Bill] Here is the first item on the agenda. It allows City of 
Carlsbad Parks employees to remove a big tree near the sidewalk at 2345 
Oak Avenue. Here is the Parks Supervisor to describe the problem and 
explain why the Parks Department thinks the tree should be removed.

PARKS SUPERVISOR  [showing photo of tree] This tree is very old and very large. Its roots have 
spread so much, it is breaking up the concrete on the sidewalk. If we 
don’t cut down the tree, the sidewalk will crack more and more. Someone 
walking on the sidewalk could trip and fall.

MAYOR    The Council Members have a few questions to ask staff.

MAYOR    Council Member #1 [say name]: What is your question, please? 

COUNCIL MEMBER #1 This question is for the Parks Supervisor. Has anyone fallen yet?

PARKS SUPERVISOR Not that we know of. 

MAYOR   Council Member #2 [say name]: What is your question, please? 
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COUNCIL MEMBER #2  I would like to ask the Attorney a question. If someone fell on the crack on 
the sidewalk and broke their leg, could they sue the City?

ATTORNEY    Yes. Since the City owns the tree and the tree is on a public right-of-way, 
the City could be sued for a lot of money. I believe the City Manager 
remembers that happening once. 

CITY MANAGER   Yes, that happened many years ago. Two children were biking on a 
sidewalk where an old tree had caused the concrete to break up. One of 
the children flew off her bike and broke her arm. Her parents sued the City 
for the medical costs. They won the lawsuit.

MAYOR   Council Member #3 [say name]: What is your question, please? 

COUNCIL MEMBER #3  I am worried about this issue. I don’t want someone to sue the City. Even 
more important, I don’t want anyone to get hurt.

MAYOR   Council Member #4 [say name]: What would you like to say? 

COUNCIL MEMBER #4  I agree. What if a mother walking her baby in a stroller hit that part of the 
sidewalk. The baby could be badly injured!

MAYOR    I have a question for the Parks Supervisor. It seems like cutting down the 
tree is an extreme solution. Is that our only option? 

PARKS SUPERVISOR I will ask the Staff Arborist to answer that question.

STAFF ARBORIST   As a certified arborist, I am an expert on trees. I have examined this tree 
very carefully. Although the tree is very old and very beautiful, I believe that 
its root structure is dangerous. Even if we cut some of the branches, the 
roots would continue to grow and spread.

MAYOR     Thank you. To help guide us in making a decision about the tree, the City 
Council asked the Parks and Recreation Commission to look into the 
matter. The Commission prepared a report. I would like the Commission 
Chairperson to tell what they found.
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON
     The members of our commission looked at the tree and the sidewalk. We 

talked to the Parks Supervisor and staff. We reviewed what other cities 
have done about this problem. We recommend that the City cut down the 
tree. It’s not dangerous yet, but it could be in the future.

MAYOR    Thank you. Have any people come to this meeting to speak about the tree 
issue?

CITY CLERK    Yes. People on both sides of the issue have filled out “Request to Speak” 
forms. The first group to speak is the Lopez Family.

LOPEZ FAMILY  (holding the sign: SAVE THE TREE.)

[Family Member #1]   We are the Lopez family. We live at 2345 Oak Avenue, in the house by the 
tree. 

[Family Member #2]  We love the tree! It gives us shade in the summer. 
 
 [Family Member #3]   We enjoy looking at it from our window. We walk on that part of the 

sidewalk all the time and we don’t think it’s dangerous. 
 
 [Family Member #4]  You just have to be careful and watch where you’re going.

In classrooms larger than 20 students, the following roles can be apportioned as necessary among 
the additional students. If you prefer, you can instead make more copies of the Lopez Family's SAVE 
THE TREE sign and give these signs to the students who do not have speaking parts.

 [Family Member #5]  We are always careful when we ride our bike past the tree.

[Family Member #6]  We think the tree is very beautiful.

[Family Member #7]  Yes, and it is a very old tree.

[Family Member #8]  I would feel very sad if the tree was cut down.



4

LESSON SIx: TO bE OR NOT TO bE: ThE TREE

[Family Member #9]  So would I.

[Family Member #10]  That’s why the Lopez Family believes you should save the tree.

MAYOR    Thank you for sharing your thoughts. Is there anyone else who has 
requested to speak?

CITY CLERK    Yes. The Johnson Family has also filled out a “Request to Speak” form.

JOHNSON FAMILY  (holding the sign: CUT DOWN THE TREE.)

 [Family Member #1]   We are the Johnson family. We live at 2348 Oak Avenue, across the street 
from the tree. 

 [Family Member #2]  We agree with our neighbors, the Lopez Family, that the tree is beautiful.
   
 [Family Member #3]   But we think the tree situation is dangerous. We think the tree will get 

even more dangerous as time goes by and the crack on the sidewalk gets 
bigger and bigger. 

 [Family Member #4]  We like to skateboard on that sidewalk with our friends.
 
 [Family Member #5]   Even though we wear helmets and safety gear, if someone hits that crack, 

they could get hurt. We don’t want that to happen.

In classrooms larger than 20 students, the following roles can be apportioned as necessary among 
the additional students. If you prefer, you can instead make more copies of the Johnson Family's CUT 
DOWN THE TREE signs and give these signs to the students who do not have speaking parts.

[Family Member #6]  Our family would feel awful if someone got hurt.

[Family Member #7]  And we would not like it if the City were sued.

[Family Member #8]   If the City were sued, it might lose money it could otherwise spend fixing 
streets and building parks.
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[Family Member #9]  We love trees, but we also love parks.

[Family Member #10]  And we really want people to be safe.

 [Family Member #11]  That's why the Johnson Family believes you should cut down the tree.

MAYOR    Thank you for sharing your thoughts. Before we vote, I would like to 
say that all of us on the Council believe that trees add to the beauty 
of Carlsbad. We do not want to cut down a tree unless it is absolutely 
necessary. Yesterday afternoon, I took a walk down Oak Avenue to look at 
the tree. It is a beautiful tree, but I believe the situation is dangerous.

COUNCIL MEMBER #1  I, too, took a good look at the tree. In my opinion, the crack in the 
sidewalk is not very big and does not pose a serious danger. I think we 
should wait a few years before making a decision to cut down this tree. 

COUNCIL MEMBER #2  I would like to ask the Parks and Recreation Commission Chairperson how 
old the tree is.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON
     We believe the tree is one of the oldest trees in Carlsbad. It is at least 66 

years old.

COUNCIL MEMBER #3  Wow. Carlsbad has been a city for only 59 years – since 1952 – so the tree 
is older than the City of Carlsbad! Maybe we should not cut it down until 
we investigate other ways of making the sidewalk safe.

COUNCIL MEMBER #4  It is a shame to cut down an old and beautiful tree that is part of our city’s 
past. But public safety is also important. 

MAYOR    It is time to call for a vote.

COUNCIL MEMBER #4 I make a motion to cut down the tree at 2345 Oak Avenue.

COUNCIL MEMBER #2 I second the motion.
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Note: Meeting pauses here while volunteer reviews the problem and process up to this point.

1. if the motion passes …

MAYOR    The vote is _____ for cutting down the tree; _____ against cutting down the 

tree. The motion passes by a _____ to _____ vote. The tree at 2345 Oak 

Avenue will be cut down.

number number

number for number against

MAYOR    The vote is _____ for cutting down the tree; _____ against cutting down 

the tree. The motion fails by a _____ to _____ vote. The tree at 2345 Oak 

Avenue will not be cut down.

number number

number fornumber against

CITY CLERK   All in favor of cutting down the tree:

Council Members vote by raising their hands.

CITY CLERK   All in favor of not cutting down the tree:

Council Members vote by raising their hands

2. if the motion fails ...

Continuation of Council meeting:



DEPARTMENT CONTACT:  City Employee 760-434-CITY  city@carlsbadca.gov
FOR CITY CLERK’S USE ONLY. 
COUNCIL ACTION: APPROVED CONTINUED TO DATE SPECIFIC  _____________ 

 DEINED CONTINUED TO DATE UNKNOWN 
 DEUNITNOC RETURNED TO STAFF 
 NWARDHTIW OTHER – SEE MINUTES 

 DEDNEMA 

CITY OF CARLSBAD – AGENDA BILL 

  DAEH .TPED  #BA
  .YTTA YTIC 11/60 .GTM

DEPT.
REMOVAL OF AN OLD CITY TREE

CITY MGR.   

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Consider whether the tree located at 2345 Oak Avenue should be cut down. 

ITEM EXPLANATION:

The tree located at 2345 Oak Avenue is near a sidewalk.  The tree’s roots have spread and 
caused the sidewalk near the tree to crack.  Public Works staff members believe the situation 
could be dangerous to people walking or playing on that area of the sidewalk.  They request 
that the City Council approve the cutting down of the tree. 

FISCAL IMPACT:

$2,000

EXHIBITS:

1.  Photo of the tree at 2345 Oak Avenue 



 

 
 ! I would like to address Council regarding an item that is on 

the Agenda.  The item number is _________.  The Topic is: 

_______________________________________________. 

! I would like to address Counci l regarding an item that IS 

NOT on the Agenda.  The Topic  is: 

_____________________________ _________________.  

 

**Note:  Items listed under the Agenda Heading “Public Hearing ” 

do not require a speaker slip.**  
 

My Name: _____________________________________ _______  
 

My Address:___________________________________________  

 

Please place this slip in the clear tray marked Spe aker Slips located 

on the wall next  to the Deputy City Clerk.  
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Please place this slip in the clear tray marked Speaker Slips located 
on the wall next to the Deputy City Clerk. 
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______________________________________________.  
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My Name: ____________________________________________  
 

My Address:___________________________________________ 
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